
CHARLTON MARSHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF AGM OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
TUESDAY 19TH MAY 2015  

 
 

1. Chairman’s report – Cllr Hill started by thanking Cllr Higgins for the help and support during the 
last 12 months with the transition between clerks.  Also, thank you to DAPTC for their help and 
support in this connection.  Thank you to current members of the Council for their work and ex 
members Marcel Schilling, Jan Rice, Harry Tansey and Jem Saunders. 
It was sad to hear of the death of Cllr Richard Moyle last month whose expertise will be greatly 
missed.   
Precept has been maintained at £30,000, as advised by NDDC.  £7,000 is also expected from 
BSR to be used to benefit the community. 
The Playing Field won a Certificate of Excellence, the Family Fun Day in September was 
excellent and there was a reasonable turnout for the rounders in June.  Thank you to Tom, 
Karen and Sylvia Russell for the questionnaires in respect of the Play Area and Sylvia for 
collating the responses.  Thank you also to volunteers who put on the Christmas Party and 
those who helped with the litter pick and to Tom for painting the milestone and weeding under 
the bench. 
The Linden Homes development has required a lot of liaison via the Parish Council.   
There is much to do in the community. Please can more volunteer to be  Councillors or 
members of working parties. 
Full report attached.  

 
2. Complete Declaration of Acceptance/Disposable Pecuniary Interests forms – statutory 

requirement – all present signed forms which were witnessed by Clerk. 
 

3. Elections 
   Chairman – Cllr Higgins proposed Cllr Hill, seconded by Cllr Cooper. 
   Vice Chairman – Cllr Hill proposed Cllr Cooper, seconded by Cllr Higgins 
  

 4a.  Elect Finance Committee - It was agreed this would be Cllr Hill, Cllr Cooper and Cllr Higgins 
 4b   Elect Planning committee – It was agreed this would  be Cllr Cooper and Cllr Higgins 
  

5    Report from County Cllr Cox – report attached  
 
6.   Report from District Cllr – not possible 
 
7,   Standing Orders – amendment regarding recording of meetings, originally adopted October 
2014.  Acceptance proposed by Cllr Cooper seconded by Cllr Higgins. 
 
8.    Financial Regulations -  Adopted in June 2014, acceptance for 2015 proposed by Cllr Hill 
seconded by Cllr Cooper. 
 
9.    Date of next AGM - May 3rd 2016 agreed. 
                                                    
                                                    

MINUTES OF 19 MAY 2015 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

1. Attendance – Cllr Hill (Chairman), Cllr Cooper, Cllr Higgins, District Cllr Andrew Kerby and 3 
member of the public  
Apologies – Cllr Hilary Cox and Cllr Liz Park 
 

2. Open Forum – Cllr Kerby introduced himself and stated that following boundary changes there 
are now 2 district Councillors, himself and John Stayt.  One of them will always try to attend 



these meetings. Cllr Kerby is keen to try to encourage people locally to become a parish 
councillor. 
A member of the public was disappointed that there was no police representation at the 
meeting as whilst she receives the Dorset Alert messages she rarely sees a police presence in 
the village.  It was felt that this could be as there was very little trouble in the village. Any 
proposed visits from the police are included in the Newsletter. 
Concern was also raised regarding the cutting of hedges near the bus shelter on the A354 at 
Thornicombe as they are overgrown and obscure oncoming traffic.  Also, the bus is unable to 
pull into the lay-by as it is too overgrown.  Cllr Cooper responded that it may be difficult to cut 
the hedge now as there are prescribed times due to nesting etc.  The police/DCC have been 
asked previously for a ‘slow down’ signs prior to this junction. Cllrs will explore this situation 
further. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest & Dispensations – deferred to next meeting 
 

4. Introduction of the New Parish Clerk – welcome to new clerk Marie Dando 
 
 

5. Councillor Vacancy – new Cllrs are desperately needed and an update on co-option guidance 
has been received from NALC. 
 

6. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th April 2015 – accepted, proposed by Cllr 
Higgins, seconded by Cllr Cooper, signed by Cllr Hill. 
 
 

7. Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting 21st April 2015 - proposed by Cllr Cooper, 
seconded by Cllr Higgins, signed by Cllr Hill. 
 

8. Correspondence – 177 emails received since last meeting, Chairman has flagged those that 
require attention. 
 
 

 9.  Planning  
           Applications Received:  
 2/2015/0601/HOUSE Four Winds Thornicombe  

Reviewed the plans and could not see any reason why this should not be permitted. 3 
Members voted for. 

          Decisions received:  
           2/2015/0360/FUL 317 Bournemouth Rd – permission granted with a number of provisions    
              2 other no comment decisions in respect of Linden Homes. 
          APPEAL to PINS received: 
              2/2014/1164/HOUSE 
 

10 Finance – Payments – proposed by Cllr Hill and seconded by Cllr Cooper the following 
cheques were paid: 
Cllr Dorothy Cooper – food for APM £22  
Cllr Pam Higgins – food for APM  £21  
Cllr Tim Hill – Black bungs for Play Area £6.99    
Charlton Marshall Village Hall – APM 21/4/15 - £29.75  
Parish Council Insurance – Came and Company - £531.70  
Cllr Tim Hill– Mileage expenses £11.07 
Karen Rhys – Stamps £1.68 
Karen Rhys – Litter pick, sacks and gloves £16.87  
Karen Rhys – use of room April and part May £26.66 
Pam Higgins – travel to Winterborne meeting - £7.20 

 



Payment of outstanding salary  to Karen Rhys was proposed by Cllr Higgins and seconded by 
Cllr Hill  
Monies received  
Anthony Ives Memorials (Colin Close Funeral Directors) £88.10 
Grass Cutting NDDC £720 
Calendars £6 and £8 
Grasby – Bartholomew cemetery fee £150.90. 

 
11 - Solar Farm Benefits/Parish Plan – the Unilateral agreement has been received and 
requires close consideration.  Clerk to note that the monies need to be claimed each year and 
that information on how the community has benefited from the funds is required.  An update of 
the Parish Plan is urgently required and ideas are to be sought from local groups as to how 
these funds can be best invested. 

 
12. - DAPTC – Chief Executive Cynthia Starkey has retired.  Training courses are available via 
their website.  Thanks to DAPTC for their help with the clerks. Cllr Higgins gave a report on the 
Winterbourne AGM meeting which she attended.  Copy attached. 
Cllr Cooper attended a Transport Action Group (TAG) meeting in April and raised a number of 
local issues in connection with bus timings. Bus2go is proving very popular. Copy report and 
notes attached. 

 
13. - 1st WW Research Document by Christine Smith (U3A) – Discussion as to where best to 
store this document so that it is safe but accessible.  Cllr Higgins suggested that it was 
retained by the Parish Council and was signed for by anyone wishing to take it away.  Cllr 
Cooper suggested that it should be kept in the church but there was concern regarding access 
as the church is often locked.  This item will be deferred to June and approaches will be made 
locally for suggestions. 

 
14. - Playing Field Inspection Report/Events – Playing field is in very good condition, a number 
of rubber bungs have been replaced for safety, the entrance has been flagged up as a 
concern and Cllr Higgins and Ray Battrick will visit to assess.  The plaque has been 
refurbished by St Mary’s and the wood has been treated thanks to Tesco Community work.  
Thank you to the Trailway for replacing a dragons tooth.  Events coming up are the rounders 
day on 5th July and the Family Fun Day on September 12th – arrangements well in hand. Matter 
to be resolved - the Scout group want to have a sponsored 3 legged race on the same day.   

 
15. - Play Area – included in item 14 above. 

 
16. - Litter Pick 25th April – very successful, notes attached.  Thank you to Blandford Town 
Council for loan of hi-vis jackets. 

 
17. - Newsletter for June – Articles should be sent to the clerk ASAP as Mark is away on 
holiday during June.  Photos of the litter pick to be included. 

 
18. – Highways, inc Milestone/Trailway/River Lane track – Thank you to Thomas Mortimer for 
repainting the milestone and for weeding under the bench. 
Police have responded regarding Cerelton Park and the inconsiderate parking.  However, they 
feel this is a neighbourhood issue.  Emergency vehicles must have free access.  An article will 
be included in June Newsletter. 
Church Lane steps have been refurbished but another has now disintegrated.  Graham 
Stanley to be notified. 
Entrance to the Pound on The Close needs attention. Cllr Hill proposed the Parish Council 
look into a repair; seconded by Cllr Higgins.  Funds have already been set aside for this work. 
River Lane access track – North Dorset have been very helpful with the situation of the side 
entrance being blocked due to escaping cows.  It was agreed to defer this to the June 
meeting. 
Field next to church – brambles need to be cut back from path and layby. 



 
19. - Cemetery – the compost area in the bottom left hand corner needs sorting.  It was 
proposed by Cllr Hill that this is cleared, Cllr Cooper seconded. A contractor is to be sought. 
Gates and hedge need attention, Cllr Hill will approach St Marys re the gate. 
Member of the public requested that consideration be given to the mud on the slope in the 
cemetery. 

 
20. - Church Fete Sat July 11 – Permission has been requested for use of the Riverside 
Garden, acceptance proposed by Cllr Hill, seconded by Cllr Higgins They must have their own 
public liability insurance. 

 
21. - Matters for next meeting – deferred matters as stated and Clerk to find out more about 
police presence. 

 
22. - Date of next meeting 2nd June 2015 

 
 

Meeting closed 21.31. 
 
Clerk – Marie Dando 

 


