
 

‘From the Chairman’s window...’ 

Remembrance Sunday has passed but we will always remember 
them. Christmas is on the horizon. The weather continues to 
confound us, with the mild Autumn and its teeming rain and gusts 
stripping the trees. It will be interesting in this era of cuts to see 
how DCC Highways cope with the clean-up. There is a tremendous 
amount of re-organising at District and County levels in order to 
make savings. Parishes are waiting to see what the major impacts 
will be. 

Back in September, the Family Fun Day was a great success. Many 
thanks are due to the volunteers who helped ferry chairs and 
tables around, and put up the marquee, only to reverse the 
process in the late afternoon. Others put their valuable time into 
making the afternoon run smoothly. Spacey Tracy again produced 
exhilarating inflatables and the brilliant Afric’Arts got everyone, 
from 3 to 84, on their feet as their drums reminded the village of 
their presence. The homemade cakes and the bbq were just 
wonderful. No excuses! Please put it in your 2016 diary for 
September 10

th
. 

The Village Hall Committee works indefatigably and their efforts 
were rewarded by a Lottery Grant to enable the free extravaganza 
to go ahead. The new Hall is far more than a pipe dream now. It 
will be a building which should become the lifeblood of the whole 
community. Please support the trustees in this venture as much as 
you can. 

Thank you, Newsletter Editor, Mark Churchill, for your fine work 
and the team of volunteers who deliver it to every household. 

Just a reminder that if you have a 2015 village calendar, your 
answers to the quiz need to be in during the first week of the new 
year – details are on the quiz sheet. We are sorry there will not be 
a 2016 calendar due to circumstances beyond our control. 

I hope you will all have a Happy Christmas and exceptional 2016.

     Tim Hill. 

 

Christmas 
Tea Party  

In the Village Hall 

Saturday 12th December 2.15 – 4.30 

Tea served 2.30 sharp 

Free table quiz - Children’s activity 
- story and gift from Santa  

Seasonal sing-a-long - Draw  

 Adult £3.50, Child £2.50, 
Family (2 adults + children) £10 

Everyone welcome young or old! 

Tickets - from Church Room 
or Pat 453516 or Moira 480157 

Event in aid of New Village Hall and 
QEII Jubilee Playing Field  
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SPEEDWATCH UPDATE There have been some significant developments in the Speedwatch scheme. Now, vehicles 

detected breaking the speed limit in this village will have the registration number logged centrally, so that speeding 

elsewhere is flagged up i.e. there is a joined up approach. Statistics of all Dorset Speedwatch schemes are now published 

by the Safer Neighbourhood Team in their monthly Newsletter. 

New smaller camera vans are being run by Dorset Road Safe in partnership with the Dorset Police. They are easier to park 

in identified trouble spots and have infrared cameras which can function in the dark. 

The A350/Bournemouth Road through our village is constantly subject to gross abuse. Speeds of well over 40mph are 

frequently recorded by the Speedwatch team. Camera vans are sent to places where there is the largest number of 

individual complaints, and entering and exiting at the Blandford end of the village needs particular attention.  Advice 

received is that individuals should contact the Chief Constable, Debbie Simpson.  It is no longer effective for just the 

Parish Council to keep complaining. 

So, if you see vehicles speeding or driving dangerously in the village, write to the Chief Constable at Dorset Police Force 

HQ, Winfrith, Dorchester, DT2 8DZ or email her via the Dorset Police website using the ‘Make an enquiry’ form. In each 

case you should head it with ‘Freedom of Information Request’ and make your complaint about the speed, overtaking etc. 

relating it to the dangers of crossing the road and getting out of your drive safely. Please ask how many times the 

particular section of the road has been visited by the camera van. 

 
DORSET DRIVER GOLD provides an opportunity to update 
your driving skills and confidence on the road, as well as 
refresh your knowledge on topics such as the Highway Code, 
modern driving techniques, and how to keep driving safely for 
longer. The programme is aimed at older drivers aged 75+ but 
drivers of all ages and experience are welcome. The following 
theory sessions, which cost £5, are available locally. 

County Hall, Dorchester22/01/2016 2.00 pm 

Allendale Centre, Wimborne 10/02/2016 2.00 pm 

Upton House, Poole 15/02/2016 2.00 pm 

County Hall, Dorchester 03/03/2016 10.00 am 

Booking is essential. For more information and to book, visit 

www.dorsetforyou.com/roadsafety/gold or call 01305 221031 

SEVERE WEATHER WARNING? What do we do when the 

weather is bad? As one local radio presenter used to say 

‘Have a drawbridge day’ i.e. stay indoors. Some of us have 

no choice, we have to go out; for others, due to age or 

health, going out in bad weather is not an option. All of us 

need to heed warnings and take sensible precautions when 

temperatures plummet, snow falls, or strong winds and 

heavy rain are forecast. 

So, be aware, and those of us who are active and mobile 

please keep in contact with those who are less so and make 

sure they are as safe and comfortable as possible. There are 

some very vulnerable people in the village, especially 

among the seniors. 

 
HAVE A SAY? We are seeking people from Charlton 

Marshall who are able to attend approximately 2 meetings 

a year to determine which ideas are of sufficient benefit to 

the community to be allocated funds from the Solar Farm 

Community Benefit money.   The first payment of £7,000 

has been received and a number of ideas have been put 

forward for its use; now we need help with the allocation.  If 

you are interested, please contact the Clerk. 

 
Tracks and Rights of Way – re River Lane. Following the article in the June newsletter a number of concerned residents 

have contacted the Clerk regarding the access to the River Lane path.  To enable the Parish Council to apply to change the 

designation of this footpath from a ‘track’ to a ‘right of way’, it is necessary to identify residents who have regularly used 

this path beyond the gate for a significant number of years.  If you have used this path regularly and are prepared to make 

a statement to that effect there is a standard form available for completion.  Copies of this form are available from the 

Church Room, the Clerk or from www.dorsetforyou.com/dmmos. 

 

When a sufficient number of declaration forms are completed, the Parish Council will take this to the next stage in the 

process.  Should you have any queries please contact the Clerk or speak with one of your Councillors. Completed forms to 

the Clerk please. 

Grit Bins - Highways have informed all Councils they are in 

the process of re-filling the salt bins around the County.  

Please may we remind you this salt/grit is for public use only 

and not for private paths/driveways.  The bins are graded as 

either Strategic or Community. Strategic bins are those 

situated either on or at a junction with a Main/A road and 

will be filled free of charge.  Community bins are those 

situated on Minor Roads/Closes/Crescents etc. and will be 

charged to the Parish Council.  If a bin near you becomes 

empty, please contact the Clerk on 01202 695962. 
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