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From the Chairman’s window …… 

Remembrance Day was commemorated at St Mary’s Church on 
November 12th, with a wreath placed by the Parish Council on 
behalf of those who gave their lives for us. It is a sombre 
occasion and we have all been reminded on TV of the 
unimaginable horrors at Passchendaele a century ago. Next 
year will commemorate the final year of the First World War. 
Keep an eye out for the excellent work done by Blandford 
Town Council in reminding us of local involvement and the 
terrible losses and injuries in achieving victory. 

Last things first, because on November 7th, the Secretary of 
State at the Department of Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG) said he was ‘minded to approve the 
reorganisation of local government’ in Dorset and that should 
affect us all for the better. This will presumably be confirmed 
on January 8th after further consultation. It would be 
implemented in 2019.  

At the end of August, a great occasion which reflected a real 
sense of community was witnessed; the dynamism of Pat 
Osborne and Francoise Witheridge led to a celebration supper 
for the wide range of volunteers in the parish. There were so 
many people there, and of all ages, getting deserved 
recognition for the hours they spend helping others.  

This links nicely to the Family Fun in the Field Day, which was a 
huge triumph, with a host of volunteers ensuring all ran 
smoothly. Preparations for the Christmas Event on Saturday 
December 9th in the Village Hall are well under way, and the 
wonderful Christmas Day, with its lunch, organised for the 
elderly and/or lonely, continues, following last year’s inaugural 
success. Many thanks to all involved. 

It is a pity that memories of 2017 for many living in The Close, 
Hopegood Close and Charlton Mead will be clouded by chaotic 
road works. There is little or no excuse for what has happened, 
particularly because it has involved such a waste of time and 
money. We now wait for the next instalment of proposed 
development by the Charlton Inn, which will be the planning 
application. It has already galvanised opinion in the village, so 
2018 may not be an easy ride for some. 

On behalf of the Parish Council and our Clerk, all of whom I 
thank profusely, I wish you a Very Happy Christmas and, as far 
as possible, a marvellous New Year TJH 
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