
 
 

From the Chairman’s window ... 
 Cold, wet, miserable on June 1st, and more 

like Autumn Watch than Spring Watch as the 

weatherman said. However, this Newsletter, 

depending when it can be printed, will probably arrive 

close to the Summer Solstice and maybe we will be 

complaining about the heat. 

 The political heat seems to have subsided very 

quickly. We now have 2 District Councillors for the 

new, enlarged, Riverside and Portman Ward in John 

Stayt and Andrew Kerby and the latter attended our 

AGM. I hope he will be a regular attender in what 

appears to be a division of labour across an enlarged 

Ward. The Parish Election, here like far too many 

other parishes, led to no election being forced, which 

in many ways was disappointing. A very few people 

are having to do a lot of work. Co-option to the Parish 

Council is the answer from now on, but within the 

redefined National Association of Local Councils’ 

Guidelines which require a more robust selection 

process. 

 The Annual Parish Meeting in April provided 

an excellent, interesting and inspirational evening. A 

summary of the main speakers is given below, and a 

full length version is on the village website (click on 

the News tab). Local groups, including the Village Hall 

Committee and the Lunch Club also shared their 

enthusiasm and their concerns. All in all, it was a 

valuable evening designed for the whole village and 

made more convivial with food and drink provided by 

Cllrs Cooper and Higgins. 

 The final plea is for volunteers, before 

everything grinds to a halt! See below. At present, a 

few people appear to be doing an awful lot. If more 

people joined in, the few would not appear to be 

working so hard and everyone would benefit!  

Next up for the diary – a healthy thrash and run about 

on Rounders Day – all ages and abilities are welcome 

on Sunday July 5th.   Tim Hill 

 
Litter Pick 

 

Around 15 or so turned up for the hour’s litter pick on 

Saturday April 25; it was organised by Cllr Dorothy 

Cooper, aided and abetted by Cllr Pam Higgins and 

was an integral part of being in the Dorset Best 

Villages competition. Thanks to Blandford Town 

Council for the high-vis. The Chairman took the 

photos when all had returned with their black bags. It 

is good to report that other than a few areas along the 

A350, the village had a nearly clean bill of health. Well 

done everybody.   Dorothy Cooper 

Parish Plan 

Volunteers again 

are required to 

think of schemes 

to benefit the 

village and that 

can be linked to 

the British Solar 

Renewables 

Community 

Benefit Fund of 

£7000 pa for 20 

years. Please contact the Clerk. 

The current Parish Councillors are Tim Hill, 
Dorothy Cooper, Pam Higgins, and Elizabeth 
Park. 
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Rounders Day 
Sunday July 5 from 11.30 in 
the QEII Playing Field – Please 
support this. There must be a 
few keen enough to raise 
teams and make the day 
worthwhile! Two pitches will be marked out. A poster is 
attached to this Newsletter. 

First World War 
Christine Smith has presented the Parish Council with her 
U3A work, which investigated the lives of those soldiers 
commemorated on our War Memorial. A copy will be put in 
the Church Room and another in the Church. Do please 
look at it; it is fascinating as well as informative. 

Tracks and Rights of Way – re River Lane. 
 Some concern has been voiced that the blocking off of the 
side gate leading down the riverbank is spoiling a regular 
pastime. This is designated as a ‘track’ rather than a ‘right 
of way’, but it has been regularly used by the public for 
years, usually when dog walking. Please contact the Clerk 
about this if you feel strongly enough.   

Inconsiderate parking 
Complaints from Cereleton Park about parking on 
pavements, parking on corners, parking opposite each 
other – all creating a hazard for any emergency vehicle. The 
police are aware but will only intervene if the residents do 
not show more consideration. 

New name at the top of the page 

I would like to introduce myself as the new Clerk to the 
Parish Council. My name is Marie Dando and, together 
with my husband John, recently moved to Dorset from 
North Somerset.  We have relocated here for the 
wonderful walking and outdoor activities and have a 
great deal to learn about this beautiful and interesting 
area. My time is spent undertaking voluntary work, 
looking after 2 very young grandsons and exploring 
Dorset.  I have previously worked in Local Government 
and I am excited by this new opportunity to work with 
Charlton Marshall.  Marie Dando 

The Old Orchard 
Services have been put in through The Close and Charlton 
Mead and now sewage pipes are being laid in Church Lane. 
Some properties already have roofs and an article in a 
recent BV Magazine refers to a special launch and some of 
the homes being released this summer. 

Speedwatch 
Volunteers are needed to take the pressure off 
existing members. It provides an interesting insight 
into human nature but also does get the camera van 
into the vicinity. Vehicle counts indicate a minimum of 
800 per hour. The largest total of just over 1200 was 
on June 6th, Volunteers Day nationally. The fastest 
that day was a Transit 90 van passing the Church at 48 
mph. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Nick Reed from The Environment Agency explained the 
significance of having an Emergency Plan which would 
cover all eventualities. It is difficult to get the message 
across when the response is often ‘It has never happened 
...’ The Flood Warden is an important volunteer providing 
local knowledge for the other blue light services. 

 Roger Ferre – well known to many in the village – had huge 
expertise in the ambulance service and that was translated 
into setting up the first Air Ambulance scheme for Dorset 
and Somerset. The NHS paramedics are centrally funded, 
but the running costs and training rely entirely on the 
public’s generosity. The helicopter is a lifesaver, ensuring 
that casualties can be tended within the vital ‘Golden 
Hour’. A new state of the art helicopter is being purchased 
for 2016. 

Margaret Kirk from Milborne St Andrew had the foresight 
to spot the potential of downtime with Dorset Community 
Transport green minibuses and drivers between morning 
and afternoon school runs and thus Bus2Go was born. Help 
was received from, among others, Dorset Community 
Action and Dorset Partnership for Older People. It has been 
a lifeline for those unable, or previously unwilling, to get 
out and about. New friends have been made as the scheme 
goes from strength to strength. Ages using it have run from 
3 to 92 and Charlton Marshall Church Room bus stop has 
now been added to the pick-up points! 

Peter Haines shared his enthusiasm of the scouting 
movement with us. There are over 50 members of the local 
pack, many of whom are girls, and which caters for Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts. He would love some more volunteers to 
help because there is an extensive range of activities both 
near and far. The standards and principles of the movement 
remain constant as it moves with the times. 

Family Fun Day in the QE II Field Sat Sept 12 

The biggest event the Parish Council organises is still some 
three months away, but the organisation is going well, with 
a few exciting new attractions booked. If you wish to help 
with running a stall, baking or serving cakes or feel you can 
help in setting it up in the morning, please email the Clerk 
or leave a phone message; details at top of Newsletter. 

Charlton Marshall Lunch Club 
The lunch Club is looking for an extra volunteer to help 
cook the monthly lunches on the first Friday of each 
month for up to 30 people. If you are interested and 
would like more information please contact Tina Potter, 
Tel: 452380. 


