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CHARLTON MARSHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Parish Council AGM and Parish Council meeting held on 3rd May 

2016 at 7.30pm 

Attendees:  Cllr Tim Hill, Cllr Dorothy Cooper, Cllr Pam Higgins, Cllr Margaret Butler, 

Cllr Liz Park, Marie Dando (Clerk), District Councillor Andrew Kerby, County 

Councillor Hillary Cox (for part of the meeting) and 8 members of the public 

 

Minute Action 

AGM Minutes 

1 Current Chairman’s Report - Cllr Tim Hill gave an update on the 

previous year – report attached. 

2 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman – it was proposed by Cllr 

Park that Cllr Hill remain as Chairman, and seconded by Cllr Cooper.  

Cllr Hill was happy to accept and all members were in favour.  Cllr Hill 

then proposed that Cllr Cooper remain as Vice Chairman. This was 

seconded by Cllr Butler and all were in favour.  Cllr Cooper happy to 

accept. 

3 Election of Councillors to Committees – Planning Committee – 

Cllr Cooper and Cllr Butler.  Finance (including remuneration) 

Committee – Cllrs Park, Higgins and Hill.  All were in favour. 

4 Review of Standing Orders – Accepted subject to the incorporation 

of the wording from NALC in connection with the Openness of Local 

Government Bodies Regulations 2014 adopted by the Parish Council 

in 2014.  Also, section 18c Financial Controls should be amended to 

£10,000 to fall in line with the Financial Regulations. Changes 

proposed by Cllr Hill and seconded by Cllr Higgins. 

5 - Review of Financial Regulations – Accepted subject to the 

correction of a typographical error under section 12 which should refer 

to Financial Regulation 13 and not 17 as shown. 

6 – Review of Asset Register – all agreed accurate. 

7 – Report from County Cllr Cox – Copy report attached.  Cllr Cox 

discussed the formula used by Central Government for depravation 

and calculating how much funding an area should be granted. 

8 – Report from District Councillor Kerby – Cllr Kerby gave a verbal 
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report and expressed how lucky he felt to serve in his local area.  The 

previous 12 months represented a very steep learning curve for him 

particularly as he is also a Community Safety and Health Cabinet 

Member.  Blandford Fly falls within his portfolio which is of particular 

interest locally.  It is very positive that a Local Plan is now in place for 

North Dorset.  North Dorset Council Services are being transferred to 

Dorchester but only back office services. The North Dorset site will 

remain active and hopefully will be replaced by a hub in Blandford 

Town centre.  A planner will be available on the front desk.  Cllr Hill 

thanked Cllr Kerby for his active involvement in the local community. 

9 – Date of next AGM – 2nd May 2017 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes  

1-5/2016 Apologies - none  

2-5/2016 Open Forum 

A member of the public asked if Speedwatch could take place at the 

end of Meadow Road.  Cllr Hill explained that permission has only 

been granted for 2 locations within the village despite other locations 

being requested.  This is mainly due to visibility. 

Concern was raised regarding the rumble strips in The Close. One has 

already been damaged and requires repair. When will the work be 

finished and the white lines painted?  Cllr Cox will follow up this issue. 

A thank you was forthcoming from the public present for a very 

enjoyable and interesting Parish Meeting but it was disappointing that 

more residents did not attend. 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Cox 

 

 

3-5/2016 Declarations of Interest & Dispensations None   

4-5/2016 Councillor Vacancies Two vacancies exist  

5-5/2016 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 5th April 2016  

Minutes were confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the 

Chairman.  Proposed Cllr Butler, Seconded Cllr Cooper. 

 

6-5/2016 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 19th April 2016  

Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Cllr Butler and seconded 

by Cllr Park. 

 

7-5/2016 Correspondence 

Cllr Hill circulated a list of the emails received during the previous 

month and indicated those that were most important. 
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8-5/2016 Broadband at Spetisbury School 

Cllr Kerby raised the issue of Broadband at Spetisbury School 

because by the time it reaches the school it is too slow for the 

demands of the modern curriculum.  He is therefore putting together a 

business case to present to BT and requested financial support from 

the Parish Council. Cllr Hill proposed the Council consider this when 

the plan is brought forward with costs. 

 

9-5/2016 Vintage tea party 12th June 

Any plan to distribute souvenirs to the children was fraught with 

problems, so it was proposed by Cllr Hill and seconded by Cllr Park 

not to proceed. Discussion followed regarding a flag pole in front of the 

Church Room to fly the Union Jack.  Highways have confirmed all ok 

subject to risk assessment. Cllr Hill proposed and Cllr Higgins 

seconded that Cllr Cooper should proceed with the purchase of a flag 

pole.  All in agreement.   

Cllr Kerby confirmed that he has volunteers for cakes but requires 

volunteers for sandwiches and also servers.  Cllr Cooper asked Cllr 

Kerby to confirm in writing who was volunteering and their role. 

A representative of the village hall requested that the Parish Council 

liaise with Rainbows as they are keen to decorate the hall for a party a 

few days prior to the tea party.  Cllr Cooper and Cllr Higgins will 

contact Mrs Pickering. 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Cooper 

 

Cllr Kerby 

Cllrs 

Cooper & 

Higgins 

 

10-5/2016 Planning 

2/2016/0532/HOUSE – 30 Gravel Lane – no objection to rear 

extension but clarification required on canopy. 

2/2016/0431/FUL – Parish Rooms, The Close – no objection 

2/2015/1564/FUL – Farm Buildings, The Close – retrospective 

planning permission. 

A number of residents raised questions in connection with this last item 

of planning.  Cllr Cox was aware of the situation as the farm is owned 

by Dorset County Council and let to a tenant.  Cllr Cox confirmed that it 

is not taxpayers money that is paying for any alterations but that the 

tenant farmer is funding this.  It was felt by a resident that if the tenant 

had made such an investment in the property he must be very 

confident of gaining approval.  Cllr Cox informed the meeting that in 

principle the tenant had been told that he could use the barns for 6 

stables for DIY livery subject to the usual consents.  There are a 

number of legal issues that need resolving.  Dorset for You Planning 

Portal states that DCC Traffic Management have deferred the decision 
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for further research into commercial use, increased traffic usage and 

why 30 parking spaces have been requested.  Co Cllr Cooper advised 

that there are 14 stables and 30 parking places shown on the plan. A 

retrospective application doesn’t mean that it will be approved. 

A resident informed the meeting that in an hour and a half there were 

17 extra vehicles on the narrow road. Another resident reported that 

their driveway was being used as a pull-in as there is no room on the 

road for 2 vehicles to pass.  

Cllr Kerby raised this with control officers and ‘called in’ the application 

so that it will be considered by the Development Control Committee at 

North Dorset. 

Cllr Park pointed out that individuals need to respond to the planning 

application via Dorset For You so that their individual objections are 

noted. 

Cllr Hill pointed out the application will not be widely publicised in the 

BVM until the forthcoming Friday therefore residents in adjacent roads 

would currently have no knowledge of this issue.  Also, it was reported 

there is an issue with rights of way and tape is currently blocking the 

footpath. 

Decisions Received 

2/2016/0203/FUL Long Barn, Park Hill – approved 

2/2016/0326/AGDWPA Sparrow Bush Farm – planning permission 

required. 

11-5/2016 Finance 

Statement of accounts was accepted. 

It was agreed to adopt the ‘Practitioners Guide to Governance and 

Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England March 2016’ as the 

guide to financial practices, proposed Cllr Hill, seconded Cllr Park. 

All agreed that the sums insured for the insurance renewal were 

adequate. 

The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed and each item 

discussed and approved. All in agreement. Each Councillor was given 

a copy of the Accounting Statements for 2015/16 which is now subject 

to internal audit. 

Income was noted and proposed payments as per attached finance 
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statement were agreed.  Cheques signed by Cllr Hill and Cllr Cooper. 

A letter instructing Lloyds to transfer the Community Benefit Funds 

was signed by Cllr Hill and Cllr Higgins.  Following an interim appraisal 

it was confirmed the Clerk could receive an incremental award and a 

revised standing order for Clerks salary was signed by Cllr Hill and Cllr 

Higgins. 

12-5/2016 Community Benefit Fund 

Quotations have been received in respect of repairs to the Lych Gate - 

£1944 and rustic benches for the Trailway - £125 each.  

 

13-5/2016 DAPTC  

Cllr Hill attended a Local Resilience Meeting. 

 

14-5/2016 QE11 Jubilee Playing Field and Play Area 

Log passed to Cllr Cooper for the forthcoming month. 

A quotation is awaited following a meeting to discuss extending the 

perimeter of the play area and new fencing. 

 

Cllr Cooper 

15-5/2016 Litter Pick 

The litter pick took place on 16th April.  Cllr Hill thanked all those who 

took part, particularly, Cllr Kerby, Cllr Cooper and Cllr Higgins. 

 

16-5/2016 Newsletter 

Proposed articles for the June newsletter were discussed. 

 

17-5/2016 Highways 

It was reported that the rumble strips in The Close are not yet 

completed, see also request under Open Forum. 

 

18-5/2016 Cemetery 

Work in cemetery completed with an improved entrance way and the 

removal of the waste.  It was suggested that a compost bin be 

purchased to contain the new waste.   

 

 

Clerk 

19-5/2016 Parish Welcome Pack 

Discussion regarding the format as an A5 booklet was followed by a 

proposal from Cllr Hill that this be taken forward, seconded by Cllr 

Cooper. 

 

Clerk 

20-5/2016 Matters for next meeting 

Vintage tea party. Planning.  Newsletter.  Parish Welcome Pack.  

 

Meeting closed at 10.05pm.  Next meeting 7th June 2016  

Signed as an accurate and true record 

 

………………………………………………….. Date ……………………………….. 


